My Three Years in America

great work of preventing future wars cannot be begun until after
the conclusion of the present struggle of the nations. When
this time has come they will gladly be ready to co-operate with
the United States of America In this noble work/'
The reasons of domestic politics which prevented the Imperial
Government from naming our peace conditions were not under-
stood in America. When Secretary of State Lansing discussed
with me the German Note of 26th December he said that he did
not understand why we refused to name our conditions. If
both the belligerent parties communicated their conditions
a compromise would eventually be reached. To my objection
that * our demands were so moderate that they would be inter-
preted as weakness he replied that we ought to ask for more,
indeed, ask for anything at all so long as we said something that
would provide a starting-point from which negotiations could
be opened and settled.
This conversation had no immediate practical results, as
Colonel House asked me on the same day to call on him in New
York. With regard to the result of our conversation I telegraphed
to Berlin as follows :
CIPHER TELEGRAM No. 192
" Washington, 2gth December,  1916,
" House told me it is Wilson's opinion that a conference
will not come about without previous confidential negotiations,
for our enemies, as things are at present, would refuse'the invi-
tation or make their consent dependent on conditions. These
words of Colonel House were accompanied by an invitation to
strictly confidential negotiations, of which only he and Mr. Wilson
should know* Under these circumstances complete discretion
was assured, as Wilson and House, unlike most Americans, are
both fairly clever at keeping secrets.
" I beg for early instructions as to whether I should reject
such negotiations, or whether Your Excellency wishes to authorize
me to accept and will furnish me with instructions accordingly.
As I have always reported, Wilson lays comparatively little im-
portance on the territorial side of the peace conditions, I am
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